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Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number 

of people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requiremen

ts 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

DEV 200202: Country 

Programme 

July 2011 - 

June 2016 
2,769,994 

145,119,861 85,472,192 59% 

                                    

2,705,689  

 

USA, 

Multilateral, 

Australia, 

Japan,  

Private donors 

*July – December 2015 

Summary of WFP assistance 

WFP provides assistance to the poorest Cambodians living in the most food insecure provinces through a five year 
country programme. The programme covers food and cash based safety nets in the sectors of education, nutrition, 
asset creation and livelihood support. Food assistance is also provided in response to emergencies, when required.  

In 2014, WFP reached 739,000 people in Cambodia. With up to 840,000 beneficiaries reached annually since 2011, 
WFP’s school feeding programme, including the school meals and scholarship programmes (cash or take-home rice 
entitlements granted as conditi6onal transfers to children with at least 80 percent attendance) has supported 
universal access to primary education and promoted increased enrolment, retention and graduation. Building on this 
success, WFP is working with the Government to establish a national school feeding programme by 2020.  

WFP’s nutrition programme focuses on reducing malnutrition through increased access to appropriate 
complementary foods and/or specialised nutritious foods for young children. In one of the most disaster prone 
countries in the world, WFP’s food for assets programme aims to strengthen resilience and climate change adaptation 
amongst the most vulnerable communities. WFP projects are in line with the Zero Hunger Challenge, the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) for Cambodia, the development goals of the Government of 
Cambodia, and the attainment of the Cambodia Millennium Development Goals (CMDGs) 1 through 7.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In support of the Royal Government of Cambodia’s effort to 

achieve Zero Hunger, WFP provides assistance to the poorest 

most food insecure Cambodians. In 2015, WFP will assist 

457,000 vulnerable Cambodians through school meals and take-

home entitlements of rice, cash and food assistance to support 

asset creation. As chair of the United Nations Disaster 

Management Team and the Cambodia Humanitarian Response 

Forum, WFP will continue to lead the humanitarian community’s 

disaster preparedness efforts in liaison with the National 

Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM). 

 

With Cambodia slotted to becoming a lower middle income 

country by 2020, WFP will (i) support the transition to a 

nationally owned school feeding programme by 2020; (ii) 

support increased access and consumption of appropriate 

complementary foods and/or specialised nutritious foods to 

improve the dietary diversity of young children; and (iii) build 

resilience and promote climate change adaptation among 

vulnerable communities. A Country Strategic Plan is under 

preparation and the Country Programme is due to be extended 

until end 2018. WFP has been present in Cambodia since 1979.  
Children in rural Cambodia receiving their school meal, which is 

often their main hot meal of the day. Photo © WFP/Chu Can Can 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 

PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP works closely with key government partners, NGOs and others to implement activities. The Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport serves as WFP’s main partner for school feeding activities. Other government partners include the 
Council for Agriculture and Rural Development, the Ministry of Rural Development, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry 
of Planning and the NCDM as well as departments at the Provincial, District and Commune levels. A number of 
cooperating partners including PLAN International, Kampuchean Action for Primary Education, School Aid Japan and 
For the Smile of a Child, provide support to improve the quality of education, health and dietary practices of primary 
school children, and overall school management. Partnerships with PATH, DSM and the Institute for Research and 
Development (IRD) and academic institutions such as the University of Copenhagen are fundamental for conducting 
evidence based research to support policymaking and improve programmes. WFP and UNICEF conducted a study: “The 
Economic Consequences of Malnutrition in Cambodia. A Damage Assessment Report (December 2013)”. 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Cambodia is emerging from decades of civil conflict and economic 
stagnation to become a dynamic economy. The country has achieved 
remarkable economic growth over the last twenty years, and the 
poverty rate has decreased from 47.8 percent in 2007 to 18.9 percent 
in 2012. The Government is committed to achieving lower middle 
income status by 2020. Despite this progress, Cambodia is still ranked 
136 out of 187 countries on the Human Development Index (2014). 

According to the World Bank, a significant portion of the population 
remains ‘near poor’ as they are still at high risk of falling back into 
poverty at the slightest shock. 
Access to sufficient and diverse types of food remains a concern for the 
most vulnerable. According to the National Institute of Statistics and 
FAO, some 33 percent of the population is undernourished.  
The 2014 Cambodia Demographic Health Survey (CDHS) found that 
undernutrition rates remain a public health concern, with 32 percent of 
children under 5 years of age stunted (down from about 40 percent in 
2010), 24 percent underweight, and 10 percent wasted (down from 11 
percent in 2010). Micronutrient deficiencies are widespread, with the 
prevalence of anaemia among children under 5 years at 56 percent and 
at 45 percent among women aged 15 to 49 years. Two out of three 
children aged 6 - 23 months do not have access to timely, appropriate, 
nutritionally adequate and safe complementary food (the minimum standards for infant and young child feeding 
practices). The maternal mortality ratio is 170 deaths per 100,000 live births, while the under 5 mortality rate is 35 
per 1,000 live births, both significant improvements since the last CDHS.  
Cambodia is highly vulnerable to natural disasters, with regular monsoon flooding in the Mekong and Tonle Sap basin 
and localised droughts in the plains. Rising inequality, landlessness and deterioration of common resources have eroded 
the coping capacity of food insecure people. Limited access for the poor to education and health services and low levels 
of investment in public infrastructure perpetuate food insecurity and undernutrition. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 In May, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport signed the 
“School Feeding Programme Road Map”, which outlines the 
Ministry’s short, medium and long term vision to create a 
national school feeding programme by 2021 and acknowledge 
WFP’s significant contribution and key role in the handover 
process. As part of the Roadmap, and building on WFP’s Home 
Grown School Feeding pilot programme, WFP and the Ministry 
are working to develop a pilot lunch programme incorporating 

Home Grown School Feeding. 
 The Cambodian Government has formally launched the Zero 
Hunger Challenge jointly with FAO and WFP in May. As part of 
a joint effort to promote Zero Hunger in Cambodia, WFP and 
FAO are working together to strengthen teacher skills in school 
garden management in WFP supported schools.  

 In collaboration with the NCDM, WFP, as co-chair of the 
Humanitarian Response Forum, co-facilitated the Cambodia 
Response Exercise with over 120 participants from NCDM, 
Provincial Committees for Disaster Management, the 
Cambodian Red Cross, UN agencies, national and international 
NGOs. In addition to enhancing preparedness levels ahead of 
the hazard season, the exercise served as an opportunity for 
the Government to bring together national and international 
disaster management actors and present the updated National 
Contingency Plan.  

 As part of ongoing efforts to develop a ready-to-use fortified 
food supplement for the prevention of stunting, WFP food 
technologists undertook an assessment on the capacity of the 
Cambodian private sector in local production and laboratory 
capacity, to test for food safety. The final report highlighted the 
lack of industry capacity to produce, at scale, a specialised 
nutritious food based on fish which was safe, affordable and 
acceptable to the end consumer. WFP is continuing to assess 
the demand side of complementary feeding in Cambodia 
including local infant feeding practices.  

 According to WFP’s latest analysis, up to 
1,000,000 people (7 percent of the population) 
are at high risk of livelihood disruption and food 
insecurity if the current drought conditions 
continue in the coming months. Under WFP’s 
chairmanship, the UN Disaster Management 
Team is closely monitoring the impact of the 
drought on access to water, agriculture, 

livelihood and food security.  
 Due to funding shortfalls, WFP has run at 45 
percent of its planned operations since 
November 2014, resulting in over 145,000 
children and their families being left out from the 
school meals programme. Similarly, the food 
assistance for assets programme was reduced 
by 62 percent compared to last year, in order to 
focus on three provinces (Kampong Thom; 
Kampong Chnnang and Pursat) which are among 
the least resilient to climate change and natural 
disasters. The cash for asset pilot was 
suspended. 

 WFP finalised the Country Strategic Plan (CSP) 
which defines WFP’s vision, priorities and role in 
Cambodia in the years to come as the country 
moves towards Lower Middle Income Country 
status. The CSP will also feed into the 
preparation of a budget revision for the 
extension of the country programme from mid-
2016 to December 2018. 
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